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Courses marked unavailable in Blackboard are not visible or accessible to students. Unavailable courses can be accessed by 

instructors, TAs, or anyone who has an administrative-access role, which allows instructors to build the course site before making it 

available to students. Even if a course is marked as available, students may not have access to the course until the course's start 

date. Course start dates in Blackboard are defaulted to the first official day of the given semester. However, in Blackboard this start 

date can be changed by the instructor so that students can access a course before the default start date.  

Before we begin make sure that you have gone to my.highpoint.edu and logged in using your HPU username and password. Click 

Blackboard Learn from the Quick Links menu.  

TIP: Many features in Blackboard require that Edit Mode is ON in order 

for instructors to make changes to course structure and content. You 

will not be permitted to edit the course menu if Edit Mode is set to OFF.   

Make a Course Available 

By viewing your course list in Blackboard you will be able to quickly see if any of your courses are set to available or unavailable. If 

courses are available, they will not have anything but the course name in the list. Unavailable courses will be marked with the word 

“unavailable” beside the course name in your course list.  

If you would like to make your Blackboard course available to students, follow the directions below. 

1. From the Course Management Control Panel menu, click on Customization and select 

Properties.  

 

2. In the Set Availability section click Yes to make the course available to students.  

 

 

3. Click Submit.  

A course must be available in order for enrolled students to view or access the course and its content.   

http://my.highpoint.edu/


 
 
Change Course Start Date 

Students enrolled in a course will not be able to see or access a course until the start date. The default start date coincides with the 

first official day of the given semester.  

Students are enrolled into courses 15 days before the first day of class. If you would like to open up your course early to students, 

you have the option to make your course available before the default start date. However, make sure that your students are 

enrolled in the course before changing the course state date to ensure your students will have access.  

1. From the Course Management Control Panel, click on 

Customization and select Properties.  

 

2. Scroll down to the Set Course Duration section, where 

you will see the default start date. Change the start 

date to reflect the date of your choosing.  

 

3. Click Submit to save your change.  

 

Make a Course Unavailable  

By viewing your Course List in Blackboard you will be able to quickly see if any of your courses are set to available or unavailable. If 

courses are unavailable, they will be clearly marked with “unavailable” beside the course name in your course list. Unavailable 

courses are not available (viewable) by students.  

1. From the Course Management Control Panel, click on Customization and select 

Properties.  

 

2. In the Set Availability section click No to make the course unavailable to students.  

 

3. Click Submit.  

When a course is set to unavailable, the course will no longer be viewable within the students’ course list. However, as the 

instructor of the course you will still see the course in your course list despite it being set to unavailable.  

By default, instructors gain access to Blackboard courses 90 days before the start of the term, while students gain access 15 days 

before the start of the term. Students enrolled in a course will not be able to see or access a course until the start date, which can 

be changed. By default, the start date coincides with the first official day of the given semester. They can be accessed by 

instructors, TAs, or anyone who has an administrative access role, which allows course content to be built before students enter 

the Blackboard course.  


